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SUBJECT: RUDOLP HESS: APPEAL BY THE ERG CATHOLIC 
AND PROTESTANT CHURCHES 

1 . ON JUNE 22 THE HEADS OP THE PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES IN THE ERG JOINTLY SENT IDENTICAL LETTERS VIA 
THE EMBASSIES IN BONN TO THE HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERN- 
MENT OP THE US, USSR, UK, AND PRANCE, APPEALING POR 
THE RELEASE OP RUDOLP HESS PROM SPANDAU PRISON ON 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNGS. AMEMBASSY BONN POUCHED THE 
ORIGINAL OP THE LETTER ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
TO EUR/CE (GEORGE CHESTER) ON JULY 7. 

2. AN INPORMAL TRANSLATION OP THE LETTER READS AS 
POLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

COLOGNE/STUTTGART, JUNE 22, 1977 

THE CHAIRMAN OP THE GERMAN BISHOPS CONFERENCE 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE02 BONN 11582 131816Z 

EINTRACHTSTRASSE 164 
5000 COLOGNE 

THE CHAIRMAN OP THE COUNCIL OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
IN GERMANY, GEROKSTRASSE 49 
7000 STUTTGART 1 
TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

PRESENDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 
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MR. JAMES EARL CARTER 

WASHINGTON 

EXCELLENCY, 

WE TURN TO YOU WITH THE REQUEST THAT HESS, 

THE PRISONER IN THE ALLIED MILITARY PRISON IN 
BERLIN-SPANDAU, BE PARDONED. 

RUDOLE HESS WAS SENTENCED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL IN NUREMBERG IN 1946 TO LIEE IM- 
PRISONMENT. HE IS NOW 83 YEARS OLD. THE PURPOSE OF 
THE SENTENCE WOULD NOT BE EACILITATED ANYMORE BY HIS 
CONTINUANCE IN CUSTODY. HIS RELEASE WOULD NOT CON- 
STITUTE A DANGER TO ANYONE. EURTHERMORE, A POLITICAL 
MISINTERPRETATION OE THIS ACT OE MERCY IS PRACTICALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. 

EOR THE SAKE OF HUMANITY AND UNDERSTANDING 
(VERSTAENDIGUNG) BETWEEN OUR NATIONS, WE REQUEST THAT 
YOU REMIT THE FURTHER IMPRISONMENT OE RUDOLF HESS, 

SO THAT HE CAN SPEND THE REMAINING DAYS OE HIS LIEE 
WITH HIS EAMILY. 

PERMIT US, EXCELLENCY, TO ASSURE YOU OF OUR 
HIGHEST REGARDS. 

/S/ JOSEPH CARDINAL HOEEENER, 

/S/ DR. HELMUT CLASS, STATE BISHOP 
END TEXT 

3. AT A TRIPARTITE BONN GROUP MEETING ON JULY 1 1, 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE03 BONN II582 I3I8I6Z 

IT WAS AGREED TO RECOMMEND THAT REPLIES BE MADE IN 
IN CAPITALS ALONG ESSENTIALLY THE SAME LINES. THE 
BRITISH REP (HARPER) WILL RECOMMEND A RESPONSE WHICH 
GIVES, EOR EXAMPLE, THE EXACT DATE OE THE LATEST 
BRITISH APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS ON HESS (APRIL 29), 

BUT IS OTHERWISE NOT SUBSTANTIALLY DIEEERENT EROM THE 
RECOMMENDED REPLY IN PARAGRAPH 5 INERA. 

4. WHILE THE EMBASSY CUSTOMARILY RESPONDS TO ROUTINE 
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING HESS ADDRESSED TO THE 
PRESIDENT, WE RECOMMEND THAT IN VIEW OF THE POSITIONS 
OP THE AUTHORS OP THE LETTER A REPLY BE SIGNED AT AN 
APPROPRIATELY HIGH LEVEL IN WASHINGTON. 

5. HOLLOWING ARE THE SUBSTANTIVE PORTIONS OP THE 
SUGGESTED US REPLY: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS REPEATEDLY EX- 
PRESSED THE VIEW THAT RUDOLE HESS SHOULD BE RELEASED 
ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS, AS HAVE THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
PRANCE AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. HOWEVER, MR. HESS IS 
IMPRISONED UNDER THE TERMS OP FOUR-POWER AGREEMENTS, 
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AND HIS RELEASE WOULD REQUIRE UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT. 

THE WESTERN ALLIES HAVE APPROACHED THE SOVIETS ON 
NUMEROUS OCCASIONS, MOST RECENTLY THIS YEAR, BUTH THE 
RESPONSE HAS IN EACH CASE BEEN NEGATIVE. 

I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL 
CONTIMUE TO WORK TO SECURE THE RELEASE OE MR. HESS 
AND WILL TAKE ALL APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THAT 
THE CONDITIONS OE HIS IMPRISONMENT ARE ALLEVIATED TO 
THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE. 

END TEXT 
CASH 

CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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